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Vocabulary

Time warp- a feeling, state, or place in
September 7, 2005 vAva;;ch tltm: s?ems Ito stop, or g(t) b;ackward.
An Outsider, Out of the Shadows duen - aving a farge ar'nomirk\l' or money
By DINITIA SMITH and owning many expensive things.

Madras- plaid shirt, multicolored patched

TULSA, OKla., Aug. 31 - The mystery of S. E. Hinton | collared shirt. _

begins with her genderless name. Her most famous Fundamentalist- a person who strictly and
book,"The Outsiders,about teenage gangs and alienatedI'teral!ylrolk;WS @ ST.t .Of rules and laws
youth in Tulsa during the 1960's, transformed ycadglt e;F.’ec'f ya Ol# re 'g'fon't descriotion of
fiction from a genre mostly about prom queens,fatht herl'lmsﬁsu ur, refer to a description o
players and high school crushes to one that patray i

darker, truer adolescent world. Since it was ptlisin 1967, the novel has sold 14 million cop#x),000
of them last year alone.

Yet the jacket covers of all her novels over thargéhave never included author photographs, andahe
rarely spoken publicly or in interviews. In facbnse readers don't know that S. E. is a woman, Stkase.
Those who do, know mostly the basic facts: thatmii#ished "The Outsiders” when she was 17, that sh
lives in Tulsa and has shown horses. That's pnetish it.

It's as if Ms. Hinton's image, of a teenage girbvidnsomehow an authority on teenage life, has baaght in
a time warp. But in reality, she's now a sturdy bamaker, either 54 or 56, though she won't giveelkact
age. She speaks in a gritty Oklahoman accent, asdived almost all her life in Tulsa, where shenaxrried
to David Inhofe, a software engineer. They haverg Blick, 22, at college back East.

Ms. Hinton won't show a reporter her house, whiod described as a red brick ranch, with a poolanin
affluent neighborhood. And she won't show the harhere she grew up, either, in a poorer sectiodoi't
want to revisit it," she said curtly.

But she did acknowledge that she grew up in a wgrkiass neighborhood of worn houses on Tulsa'thNor
Side. She attended Will Rogers High School, wherdents were divided into groups, including Gresiser
from blue-collar families or Socs (pronounced S@sstirom social), rich kids whose families beneffitem
Tulsa's oil money and wore wheat jeans and maadmslieove Mustangs. She is one of the school's most
famous graduates.

"The Outsiders" is steeped in that world. Ponylamyprphaned Greaser, lives with his two brothesgaop
and Darry, the oldest.

"There's layers after layers after layers" of maegrMs. Hinton said, as she drove past the Adriwah
drive-in on East Easton Street, where the Gredlegnsith the Soc Girl, Cherry, to the fury of h&oc
boyfriend, Bob. "It just freaks me out."

And here is the park, on Jasper Street, wheresifiiith Bob nearly drowns Ponyboy, and stabs Boti¢ath.

Ms. Hinton's, father, Grady, was a door-to-dooesaian, her mother, Lillian, an assembly-line warkigly
mother was physically and emotionally abusive," Msiton said. "My father was an extremely cold man.

It's clearly a difficult admission to make, and @ie has almost never made. The family attended a
"fundamentalist, hellfire and brimstone" churche slaid. "It turned me off religion."

Ms. Hinton said she was a tomboy, happiest at rerdynother's farm, where her aunt had a horse. She
longed for her own horse, and escaped into reaahdgwriting books. (She wrote two unpublished books



before "The Outsiders.") "When | was writing shetine
into my room, grab my hair and throw me in frontloé TV,"
Ms. Hinton said of her mother. "She'd say, 'Yopaet of this
family - now act like it." | hate TV now."

Once her mother threw her manuscripts in the tbasher,
but allowed her to rescue them.

"l would tell myself, 'It'll get better," " Ms. Hton said. "
‘Hang on." ™"

When she was 15, her father developed a brain tufvsoine
was dying, she wrote "The Outsiders," inspired, shid, by

injustices perpetrated against her Greaser friegdbe Socs.

Vocabulary

Manuscripts- he original copy of a play,
book, piece of music, etc.

Perpetrated- To do.

$1,000- Equivalent to $10,000 in 2012
Anachronistic- a person or a thing that
seems to belong to the past and not to fit
in the present.

Segregated- to separate groups of people
because of their particular race, religion,
economy, etc.

Universality- done or experienced by
everyone.

A friend knew someone whose mother was a childtok writer, and Ms. Hinton sent her manuscript to
her agent. It was bought by Viking for $1,000. ghedually made money and bought her first horsenTh
came writer's block and an intense depressionn&teMr. Inhofe in her freshman biology class at the
University of Tulsa, and she said he helped herite again.

With each succeeding novel, her fame grew, fuelechbvie adaptations, though she insisted on prioigct
her privacy.

"The Outsiders" featured young actors on the boinflame, among them Matt Dillon, Tom Cruise and Emi
Estevez. Mr. Dillon also starred in the movies BéX," directed by Tim Hunter, and "Rumble Fish3sal
directed by Mr. Coppola.

Still, "The Outsiders" has an anachronistic feelali-white story about teenagers reflecting theregated
Tulsa of the time. Ms. Hinton said that it hasnittithe book's continuing popularity because "tollagzk
and minority kids identify with the Greasers" assiders. There is, she suggested, a universalibging an
adolescent outsider. "My goal from being a childsw@have a happy home life," she said. "My huslzamt|
get along great." Their families are in Tulsa, foldnds. "We're both and it's hard to make neeanfils."” She
has her weekly writing group, and says she rerdads Austen annually. For years, she showed huhitevs
she rides trails on her registered paint horsee Sag




